This is a multi-author book, principally from the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, that deals with complications of cancer patients. Inevitably the standard of the different sections is variable. The first 4 chapters are concerned with general patient care, and whilst there are several facts to be learned from this, I thought on the whole it was rather too long, and exaggerated by the addition of reference to individual patients.
The remainder of the book deals with more specific problems, and covers all aspects of common malignant diseases. The CNS aspect is perhaps over emphasised, but this does not detract from the good section on spinal metastasis. The acute and late complications with chemotherapy are comprehensively covered.
The book appears to be aimed principally at medical oncologists, and it is sad to see that the radiotherapeutic approach is not given more emphasis. I think that the book will have some appeal for those in training either in this specialty or in allied fields. The recommended purchase price does not make it very attractive but it should find a place in the relevant medical libraries.
P This is essentially a picture book, in which clinical photographs, mammograms, X-rays, specimens, cytological and histological preparations are matched and correlated. Overall the illustrations are of extremely high quality, although some of the photomicrographs are perhaps rather dark and the magnifications too low to allow full assessment.
The text, translated from the German original, is in brief sections. It is here, for British and North American readers, that the book's chief weakness is to be found, for the pathological terminology used is often not that currently in vogue in those countries; e.g. epitheliosis is used to mean in situ carcinoma on p. 83, and the description of the histology of medullary carcinoma on p. 99 is unconventional.
Whilst the book is likely to have appeal to clinicians, radiologists and pathologists, it is difficult to see for whom it is likely to have real value. I suspect that all 3 groups will be fascinated and instructed by the pictorial case records, but as the denouement of such cases is inevitably the tissue diagnosis, the practical educational value is likely to be greatest for clinicians and radiologists. In this context the textual limitations are important, for the pathological language of the book may well be at variance with that which the clinician is used to seeing in the pathological reports on his own patients.
In short, this is a beautifully produced atlas but perhaps more suited to the mammophile's coffee This book is devoted to the difficulties that the histopathologist can meet in diagnosing
